
June 2020 

 
Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page. 

• Farm Reconstitutions 
• 5 Steps to Complete After Spring Planting 
• FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers Impacted by COVID-19 
• Payments to Deceased Producers 
• Farmers in Connecticut Can Now Apply for Financial Assistance through USDA’s 

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 
• Update Your Records 

 

Connecticut FSA Newsletter 
 

Connecticut Farm 
Service Agency 

344 Merrow Road, Suite B 
Tolland, CT 06084-3917 

Phone:  860-871-4090 
Fax:  855-934-2463 

www.fsa.usda.gov/ct 

 

State Executive Director: 
Clark J. Chapin 

State Committee: 
Bonnie Burr, Chair 
Melissa Dziurgot 
Bruce Gresczyk 
Diane Karabin 
Paul Miller 

 

Farm Reconstitutions 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm 
reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution — or recon — is the 
process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on 
the farming operation. 

To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations 
and farm divisions must be requested by August 1 of the FY for 
farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) program.  A reconstitution is considered to 
be requested when all: 

• of the required signatures are on FSA-155 
• other applicable documentation, such as proof of 

ownership, is submitted. 

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC 
farms may be reconstituted at any time.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm 
recon: 

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for 
a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate; 
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Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part 
of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is 
sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to 
two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract 
ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use 
this method the land sold must have been owned for at least three 
years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding; 

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same 
proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract relates to 
the DCP cropland on the parent tract; 

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with 
each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract level when 
the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

  

 
5 Steps to Complete After Spring Planting 
With #Plant2020 in the rear-view mirror, it’s time to think about next 
steps on your farm. 

Your USDA team understands that the real work continues after 
planting. We know the rest of spring and summer will be spent 
scouting crops, irrigating or waiting for timely rains for your non-
irrigated fields, and monitoring weed and insect pressure. 

Before you get too busy, there are five things to keep in mind 
after planting. 

 

 
FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers 
Impacted by COVID-19 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan 
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans 
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In 
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one 
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster. 

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside 
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations 
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-
Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office. 

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to 
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to 
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current 
production cycle. 

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for 
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants 
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and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and 
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed 
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office 
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some 
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the 
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program 
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request 
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an 
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in. 

USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will 
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into 
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible. 
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center 
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 
Payments to Deceased Producers 
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all 
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of 
death. 

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of 
precedence for the representatives of the producer: 

• administrator or executor of the estate 
• the surviving spouse 
• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 
• surviving father and mother 
• surviving brothers and sisters 
• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law 

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file 
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and 
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment 
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally 
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the 
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the 
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant. 

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program 
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset 
regulations for debts owed by the deceased. 

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program 
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared 
incompetent. 
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Farmers in Connecticut Can Now Apply for Financial 
Assistance through USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program 
Agricultural producers can now apply for USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), 
which provides direct payments to offset impacts from the coronavirus pandemic. The application 
and a payment calculator are now available online, and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) staff 
members are available via phone, fax and online tools to help producers complete applications. The 
agency set up a call center in order to simplify how they serve new customers across the nation. 

Applications will be accepted through August 28, 2020. Through CFAP, USDA is making available 
$16 billion for vital financial assistance to producers of agricultural commodities who have suffered a 
five-percent-or-greater price decline due to COVID-19 and face additional significant marketing 
costs as a result of lower demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns and the 
orderly marketing of commodities. 

We also want to remind producers that the program is structured to ensure the availability of funding 
for all eligible producers who apply.   

In order to do this, producers will receive 80 percent of their maximum total payment upon approval 
of the application. The remaining portion of the payment, not to exceed the payment limit, will be 
paid at a later date nationwide, as funds remain available. 

Producers can download the CFAP application and other eligibility forms from farmers.gov/cfap. 
Also, on that webpage, producers can find a payment calculator to help identify sales and inventory 
records needed to apply and calculate potential payments. 

Additionally, producers in search of one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call 
877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This is a good first 
step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county office at their local USDA Service 
Center. 

Applying for Assistance 

Producers of all eligible commodities will apply through their local FSA office. Those who use the 
online calculator tool will be able to print off a pre-filled CFAP application, sign, and submit to your 
local FSA office either electronically or via hand delivery. Please contact your local office to 
determine the preferred method. Find contact information for your local office at farmers.gov/cfap. 

Documentation to support the producer’s application and certification may be requested after the 
application is filed. FSA has streamlined the signup process to not require an acreage report at the 
time of application and a USDA farm number may not be immediately needed. 

Additional Commodities 

USDA is also establishing a process for the public to identify additional commodities for potential 
inclusion in CFAP. Specifically, USDA is looking for data on agricultural commodities, that are not 
currently eligible for CFAP, that the public believes to have either: 

1. suffered a five percent-or-greater price decline between mid-January and mid-April as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

2. shipped but subsequently spoiled due to loss of marketing channel, or 
3. not left the farm or remained unharvested as mature crops. 

More information about this process is available on farmers.gov/cfap. 
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More Information 

To find the latest information on CFAP, visit farmers.gov/cfap or call 877-508-8364. 

USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will 
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into 
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible. 
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center 
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 
Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address, 
zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to 
be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or 
purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS 
programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee 
in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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